The Laying of Dorford’s Foundation Stone

July 2™ 1914
The four pages that follow is the detailed articie of the ceremony, as
recorded by the Dorset County Chronicle.

The foundation stone still occupies its’ original position — just to the right
of the previous main entrance.




‘Ghe New Baptist Chapel at Dorchester.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONES.

“FORWARD MOVEMENT”

SUCCESSFULLY INAUGURATED.

{Reprinted from the Dorset County Chrondele of July 2nd and 9th, 1914}

The Baptist community of Fouth Dorset are
steadi'y assuming their due place in the sun.”
Tollowing eclossly upon the celebration of the
centenary of the historic Bank Buildings Baptist
Church 8t Weymouth by the completion of &
scheme of renovation involving an expenditure of
& thousand pounds, their brethren in the sister
town of Dorchester on Thursday inaugurated
very successfully and happily their forward
movement by laying the foundation-stones of the
new chapel and Sunday school buildings which
are being erected at the top o the town, onthe
central and commanding site which was occupied
for 18 years by the temnporary church of 8t.
Mary’s. As we have said in recent issues, the
Baptiats of Dorchester have long felt that their
cauge hag suffered & great disadvantage in being
“ eribb’d, cabin’d, and confin’d ** in the smalland
old-fashioned Dorford Chapel built in the reign
of William IV. in an obsocurs and low-lying situa-
tion at the point of junction of the borough of
Dorchester with the twin town of Fordington;
and at last, with faith, hope and courage, they
determined to launch out and furnish themselves
with more commodious gauarters, especially for
the important work of the Sunday School, and
were fortunate in recuring on very favourable
terms what must undoubtedly be regarded as one
of the finest church sites, in point both of situation
and of elsvation, in the whols town. Mr. Jem
Feacey was the nrchitect engaged, and when he
wea removed by untimely death the task of
designing the building devolved upon his sucees-
gor., Messrs. Jackson, Son, and Feseey, by whom
the plans have been redrawn with admirable
judgment, making provision for every require.
ment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW BUILDING.

In the early Nonconformist Churches, and
until the lagt 50 or’ 80 yeays, the style or appesr-
ance of their buildirgs weas usually severely plain ;
hut during the latier period the Gothic and Classio
or Renaissance styles of architecturs have been
largely fcllowed ; and among their churches it
would ke difficult to say which of those two styles
iz the predominant ; but it is observable that in
their plans the parallelogram is the form invariably
ingisted upon, and it must be admitted that it
gives & more direct view of the preacher to the
whole of the congregation than any other form of
plan, In planning the new Baptist Church and
the Lecture Hall the architect has adopted the
parallelogram, ard in style an inexpensive but
dignified treatment of English Renaissance, and
the design is espeecially appropriate to the
sturroundings o° the site of the church.

The ehurch, which will have its main entrance
from Albert-road, will stand back from the road
24 feet, The building is entered {hrough wide
folding doors to & roomy vestibule, from which
sccess is obtained to the two ‘afsles. The new
church will be 66ft, long and 38ft. Bin. wide, and
provide seating asccommodation for about 400

persons. 'The foor will slope throughout its
length. In front of the rostrum will be the
baptistery, and on each side the minizter’s and
deacons' rooms. Provision has been made to
avoid mueh structural alteration for future organ
and choir gallery, and ample provision is also
made for exit by emergency doors. Adjoining,
and with easy communication from the church,
are o lecture hall and school-rcom, 20ft, by 83ft.;
with five classrooms, primary department, and
separate lavatorysccommodation. The school en-
trance will be from the Bridport-road., The
heating-chamber and coal store will be placed in
the basement, 2nd be approached from outside the
building.

Externally the buildingswill be faced with red
Fordinghridge brick, and the plinth and pilasters
relieved with derk Breadmeyne brick. Bath
stone will be used for the dressing of windows and
doorways. The roof will be covered with sl te.
Throughout the church the windows will be
glazed with plain leaded lights, and the lecture
hall and class rooms with clear glass, while the
artifioinl lighting will he by eleectricity, The -
ventilation and acoustic requirerments 50 necessary
in buildings of thiz kind have been especially
studied by the architect, The work is being
earried out in workmenlike fashion by Mr. A, HE.
Piecleott, builder and contractor. of the Vietoria
Park, Dorchester.

VISIT or TEE BAPTIST UNION PRESIDENT,

The special gatherings in conneetion with the
foundation-stone laying ocoupy three days, and
began on Tuesday at eightp.m. with & public sex-
vice at the Dorford Chapel, at which the members
of the chureh had the honour and great pleasure of
welecoming the official head of the Baptist com-
munity in the B:itish Isles—the Rev. Charles
Joseph (president of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain and Ireland), of Plymouth. There was
a large congregation, the body of the church
boing filled and many oeccupying the gallery.
Appropriate hymns were sung with heartiness
and fervour, Mr. Douglas Jackman being at the
orgarn., :

The Rev. Charles Joseph, .observing that as
they were thinking sbout building, therefere ho
would talk about building, announced as his
text Paalm cxxvii., 1—* KXcept the Lord build
the house, they labour in vain thet build it :
except the Lord keep the city, the walchman
waketh but in vain.” In a sermon marked by
soholarliness, deep research, end eloguence, and
which will not soon be forgotten by those who
heard it, he observed ihat they were all temples
of the Holy Ghost, and they had to build them-
selves up on the true foundation of charaeter.
They also had to build up 2 name and a reputa-
tion, and this could not be done without God.
In the constructive work of their lives they must
seoure God’s guardianship, or else they cocld not
dwell in safely. A temple built without God
was o vain thing, and a ¢ily unwatched by God
wag an unsafe place, ‘' You are going to build




& new chapel,’” said Mr. Joseph, ‘“ but unless the
Lord build it, you arve butlding it in vain. It will
be & very mwch better strueture perhaps than
the old hotise, but unless God is with you in your
effort, will He be pleased to go with you when
you enter it ? Are you going to be bebtter
Ohristians in the new house than you have been
in the old, and are you going to win more souls
in the new chapel ? If not, why go thers?
Are you going to get more-people to attend the
serviees in your more conunodious chapel ?
Unless you do, it will make you wretched. In
the larger space thab you will soon be oceupying
may God grand you wore earnest consecration,
more earnest devobion, and moreubter submission
to Hig will in your desire to bring souls to Him,.”
On Wednesday at eight p.m. & praise 2nd
prayer meeting was held. :
LUNCHEQON AT THE TOWN HALL

At the invitation of the Building Committee
u large company sat down to luncheon on Thurs-
day &t 1.30 in the Town Hall. Mr. A. R. BEdwards
{secretary of the church and of the committee)
presided, end among the company were Mrs.
BEdwards, the Pastor (the Rev. F. . Boorman),
Mr. B. M., Walker, of Wellington, county Somer-

set (president of the Western Baptist Association,:

which has given liberal agsistance to the scheme),
Mra, Walker, Mr. W. Burt, of Yeovil (pasgt presi-
dent of the association), the Rev. A. E. Johns,
of ‘Weymounth (secretary of the association}
Mra, and Miss Johns, Mr. Thomas 8. Penny,
of Taunton (treasurer of the association),
the Revs, A. W. Gummer Butt (Yeovil,
Baptist), W. Price (Bridport Baptist), R. 8.
Holmes (Congregational pastor), and J. A.
Bailey (Primitive Methodist), Mrs. Holmes, Mr.
A, D. Jackman (treasurer of the Building Fund),
Mrs. Jackmean, Messrs, Douglas Fackman, 8. J.
Jackson (the architect), and A. E. Pickett (the
huilder), Councillors W. Evans and R. A, Logan,
&e. The vice-chair was filled by Mr. Hrnest
Brailey (church treasurer and Sunday school-
superintendent). An exesllent luncheon having
been served,

The CrArRMAN, submitting the toash of “The
King,” expressed thankfulness for the purity of
his Majesty’s private Iife, and his manifest desire
to follow in the footsteps of his father as a peace-
meker, (Hear, hear.} Proceeding, he announced
the receipt of letters of apology from sympeathetic
friends who were unable to bhe present—among
them the Mayor {Alderman 8. D. Allen}, who,as
superintendent of St. Mary’s Sunday school, had
gone to Swoanege that day with the scholars, Dr.
Cosens, Dr. and Mrs. Broadway, Alderman Q.
Davis, the Rev, J. H. Lawis, who said “ I sincerely
hope that the financial and spiritual result of

your meeting will surpass your expectations *—

(applause)}—the Rev. J. A. Aldington, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Hughes, Mr. J. A. 'Pravers (past
president of the Dorchester and District Free
Church Council), the Borough Surveyor (Mr. H. D).
Strange), and Mr, Walter Pouncy, the oldest
member of their chureh, who had that morning
sent down for exhibition a portrait of the Rev.
W. Simeaox, pestor at the old chapel in 1830,
(Applause.) When Mr. Simcox left Dorchester
he went to Bhirley; and it wes an interesting
coincidence that they were laying & foundation
stone at that place also. Mr. Pouncy hoped to
send a companion pleture to Shivley as & token of
kindly remembrance. He expressed warm
appreciation of the sympathetic interest shown
by successive mayors of the borough and members
of the Town Council in the work of the churches
and in their advancement in religious life. (Ap-
plause.) They welcomed two members of the
Council that day—~Councillors Evans and Logan.
Mr. Logan had given them waluable advice in
moments of anxisly in connection with {he pur-
chase of thesite. (Applause.)

Mr. Loeaw, responding to the tomst of the
Council, said that he recognised the sound judg-
ment and up-to-date spirit with which the Baptist
Church had faced their increased responsibilities,
and determined to meke their exodus from & par
of the town which the extension of the borough in
the other direction had made no longer conveni-
ent, It had always been a pleasure to him on
many occasions to meetb their amiable pastor and
estimable diaconate. They would, he felt con-
vinced, have in the future cause to congratulate
themsealves - on moving westward ; and he was
sure that the responsibilities which they were
assuming would be discharged handsomely snd
with credit to themselves and te their church.
{Applause.) -

The Rev. F. E. Boormaw submitted the toast of
“The Weatern Baptist Association,” expressing
pleasure at the presence of its leading officers,
and gratitude for the generous assistance which
it and they had given to the movement at Dor-.
chester. The Prmsipesw, responding, expressed:
satisfaction at the association being so well,
ropresented that day, as they had present, besides,
the official head, their devoted Secrstary, Mr.
Johns, and their beloved Tressurer, Mr. Penny,,
as woll as Mr. W. Buré, an esteemed past presi-
dent. (Applause.) When the neads of the Dor-
chester church came befors the association their
appeal was received most sympathetically ; and
the one desire of the association was to do all that
it could, aceording %o its ability, to further their
scheme ; and they were glad to hear that the
** chapel case 7’ awarded by the association had
been sesuccessful, (Hear, hear.) Mr. W.Bure
declared that he admired their faith and pluck
in making this large venture. The Baptists
had been said to be a ““faeble folk;’ but he wasg
glad to ses them eoming up & bit—and at Dor-
chester from the lower part of the town to the
higher. (Applause.}

The Ceamman said how grateful the Baptist
Church were to the sister churches of the town
tor their sympathy and support, and the new
p}r}pof which they had given of Christian fellaw-
ship. :

THE STONE-LAYING CEREMONY.

. At 3.30 2 large congregetion was assembled’
In and around the rising walls of i{he new
buildings, and the eceremony was watched
with much interest by & crowd ocutside the
surrounding railings. The cenire of the service
waa at first the corner-stone of the new chapel, &
large and goodly block of Bath-stone ineised with
the date ' July 2nd, 1914.7

The service opened with the hearty singing of
the inspiring chorale, * Now thank we all our
God,” Mr. (3eorge Barnes (bandmaster of the
Salvation Army band} ledding the singing with
his cornet. The Rev. A. F. Johns offered up
prayer, and Hzra iii. and Pealm xdviii. were read
Imvressively by the Rev. J. Batley. Then came
Willfam Cowper’sfragrant hymn, ‘‘ Jesus, where’er
Thy people mest.”

The Pasron of the Crunom, in a few ocordial
introductory remarks, said {hat they met under
most happy auspices. €od had been exceeding
gracious to them aa g church ; indeed, His good-
ness was past understanding; and the way in
which His guiding hend had been upon them for
good was nothing short of wonderful. They felb
themselves to be a people signally favoured by
God. 'They thanked GodforthatHe had opened
to them the way to embark on that new venture.
They were there, nob to ** make Baplisthislory,”
but to glorify and magnify God in the laying of
that foundation stone. They had come, not io
hold their headshigh, but wii h the supreme desire
to carry the message of the Gospel and to exiend
the Kingdom of God. He prayed that they might
all be inspired with deep gra itude to Ged for
wha! He had donefor them. He now eallad upon




the esteemed President of the Western Baptish
Association to lay the foundation stono of the
new church.

- The PREsIDENT thanked the Dorchester Church
for the invitation with which they had honovred
Him to perform that ceremonial, the laying of the
foundation stone of their new church ifor the
worship of God. The Western Baptist Association
whioh hte and his fellow officers represented that
" day desired to assist them to the utmost of their

power, for they understood that their old chapsl,
although endeared to them by many hellowed
associations, wasin no sense suitable and adequate
in sccommodation, and also that it was sitnated in
g position not desirable. The call had come to
them 60 * coma up higher,” not only geographic.
ally, but also on to & higher gpiritual plane. He
hoped that their enterprise, recaiving the Divine
approval, would have a saceessful issue, thatthe
buildings would be complated without accident
to any of the workers, and that their labours
would be crowned with great spiritual as woell as
financial success.

Mr. Sydney Jackson, the architect, then pre.
gented Mr. Walker with & handsome ceremonial
trowel for the performance of the duty. Weo may
here remark that Mr. 8. A. Jackson, of Weoymouth,
$he senior parbner in the firm of architects, was
also present at the ceremony. The mortar having
been carefully spread and the stone lowered into
position, the President gave the ragquired taps
with the mallet at the four corners, duly applied
the tests of the square and the spirit-lavelto prove
the geometrical precision of the performance, and
then pronounced the formula of doclaring the
stone “ well and truly laid, in the name of the
Tather, and of the Son, and of the Ioly Ghost.”

Many members of the church and sympathising
friends then came forward and laid their offerings
—cheques and money in little bags—upon the
gtone. 'The Rev. B. 8. Holmes nitered an earnest
dedicatory prayer, beseeching that tho material
fabrie, when completed, might be filled with the
light and life of the Divine presence. The hymn,
“Ipn the Name which earth and Heaven ' was
then sung, embracing as it does the apt line,
* Praiseto Thee, O Masier Builder 1

The congregation having removed to the site
of the foundation stone of the Sunday-school
buildings on the west side of the new church,

The Rev. F. B, BoorMaN sald that in their
decision to comse up to that part of {he {own the
Church had been influenced largely by the con-
sideration of the interests of the children, as they
had been sadly in need of proper Sunday-school
accommodation in the old Dorford Chapel. They
believed that the hope of the future lay with the
little ones, and they desired to Lying them 1o a
knowledge of the truth in their early days, so that

_ as they grew up they might be fitted to 1ake their
place in the church and also in 1he world, dis-
charging their duties and responsibilities as in

God’s sight. That was cerfainly a red-letier day

in the history of the Sunday school as well as of

the chureh. He now called upon their beloved

Treasurer of the Western Bapiist Association to

lay the foundation stone.

Mr. THOMAS PENNY, before handling the {rowel
whichMr. Jackson presented to him, declared amid
laughter that of the two stones he would rather
lay that of the Sunday school, helieving es he did
in the paramount importance of 1he chureh cater-
ing for tho children. It was a matler of duly as
well ag of policy. Some who did not see eye 10
eye with them in repard fo the Education Acts
thought that Free Churchmen were somewhab
indifferent to the religious education of their
children. Such a cersmony as that cught to
disabuse their minds of the idea. Tar
from their being indifferent tothe religiouseduca-
t7on of their children; they said that only those
who knew the value of the Gospel by personal
experience, and therefore could teach it from con-

vietion, should give instruction in the principles
of their holy wreligion. (Hear, hear.y They
further held that if they had certain distinctive
prineiples which they thought that they ought to
inculcate into their children’s minds, those princi-
ples should be inculeated in connection with the
chureh with which they were associated, and not
by the State. They must all feel the necessity of
bringing up their children *“in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”” The Church to-day
needed the children, and she was slowly awaking
to & larger sense of her responsibility towards
them,

The stone having been duly laid, the children
brought up their offerings in little green bags, of
uniform size, and laid them upon the stone, which
gave & pretty and appropriate touch to the pro-
ceedings. The Rev. W. Price then uttered the
prayer of dedication, the Doxology was sung, and
the” Pastor closed & memorable and effective
service with the Benediction.

A lsrge company afterwards sat down togother
at tea in the Town Hall

PUBLIC MEETING.

At 6.30 a largely-attended public meeting was
held in the Dorford Chapel, and there was @
pathetic * valedictory  gentiment in many o
the speeches in this meeting which brought the
day's doings to an end. Dr. 'T. B. Broadway
presided, supported by the President and Secre-
tary of the Western Baptist Associstion, and also
by the Revs, F, B. Boorman (pastor }, W. Gammoer
Bubt (Yeovil), R. 8. Holmes, J. Bailey, and W.
Ebbs (Puddlstown), Mr. A. R. BEdwards, and Mr.
A. D. Jackman. 'The hearty singing of suitable
hymns was 8 feature of the meeting, Mr. Dougles
Jackman presiding at the organ. The opening
prayer was offered by the Rev. J. Bailey.

fhe CmaIRMAN having offered his congraiuls-
tions toihe church on the success of the day’s pro-
ceedings, and his best wishes for the successful
completion of {heir important under{aking,

The Rev. W. Gummur Burt gave a thoughtful
address. The Baptists were growing, he declared,
and the past few years had marked & tremendous
advance in {heir denominational effort both in
this country and in other countries. They had
that afternoon been laying the foundation-stone,
not only of & new church, but also of a new snd
great spiritual movement. (Hear, hear.) While
fhey would naiurally regret their cxodus from that
dear old chapel, he reminded them ihat they
would bring to their new church all the beautiful
memories and sacred enthusiasms of that place.
When in a few monihs the scaffolding would be
removed they would see 8 beautiful sight gladden-
ing and satisfying to their eyes ; but the “ geafiold-
ing * of the spiritual temple, which would ever
be a-building, would much longer remain standing,

Miss Galloway, of Weymouth, here sang &s &
solo, “ The Lord is my Shepherd.”

STaTE or TR Buinpmwe FUND.

Mr, A. D. Jaczman, hon., {reasurer of the
Building Fund, here made his financial statement,
The Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland
had 1hat dey sent them & cheque for £250—(ap-
plause)—and had promised them snother when the
roof was on. The Western Baptist Association,
too, had generously giventhemthe * chapelease ™
for this year. The amounts were not ail in yet 3
but already they had received and banked £76
gs. 8d. (Appleuse.) Then the town of Drorches-
ter had so far given them £62 17s., and friends
outside the town £75 6s. Old iron and sundrled
from the temporary church when pulled down
had been sold for £13 6s. 8d. Members of the
church and congregation had paid in to the
treasurer £410 4s. 3d. All honour was due to the
ladies’ earning schemse, under which a sewing
class had been started and yielded £43 3s. Then the
little people, by the boxes which they had had in
their homes, had collected £31 Ts. {Hear, hear.)




The total received to date from the church and
congregation was £484 lds. 10d. (Applause.)
The sums deposited that day upon the foundation
stone of the church amounted to £53 2s. 7d., and
promises had also been deposited to the amount
of £31 2s. 2d, Upon the Sunday school stone
£15 10s. 8d. was deposited, and promises for a
further £25, so that the amount paid or promised
that day was £124 15s. 2d.  (Applause.) When
every promise had been redeemed the church
would have given £670. The actual emount
already reesived from all sources was £1,031
4s. 6d., and they believed that the money was
sanctified for God’s service. (Hear, hear.}

The Rev. R. 8. Hotmes (Congregational minis-
ter) assured the assembly that it gave him great
pleasure to take part in that meeting because of
the long and harmonious relationship which had
existed between that church and the church over
which he had the honour to preside. (Applause.)
And he felt that as long as Mr. Boorman and he
wers the ministers of those two churches those
relations would never change. He conveyed to
them the best wishes of his church for the success-
ful completion of the grest undertaking upon
which they had embarked. That they were
building & new church which they expeected to
stand for at least 8 hundred years showed their
steadfast faith in the ever-living Gospel of Jesus
Christ, for they would not put down money hard-
earned and given in many cases only with sacrifice
unless they were convinced that the Gospel would
still be & living power in the world & hundred years
hence. Forty years ago science was the new
Gospel, and although he desired to speak with
reverence of the prest leaders of science like
Dearwin, Huxley, and Tyndall, yet those who
oxpocted science to oust the religion of Jesus
Christ had been greatly deceived. He wished
them good luck in the name of their common
Lord.  {Applause.)

The Rev. A. E. Jomwms, (hon. secretery of
the Western Baptist Association and pastor of
Bank Buildings Baptist Chureh, Wéymouth),
joined in eongratulating the Dorchester church on
that great day, marked by the self-sacrifieing
generosity of the people. As Canon Liddon once
observed, pointing to & newly-built chapel, * Only
the love of Christ can do that ! My, Boorman
and he represented two of the Baptist churches
of Dorset engaged in the forward movement.
What they had done that day would cell attention
to their denominational distinction. Among all
the churches which had their distinguishing tenets,
the Baptists had been raised up to assert the per-
sonal relationship of believers to Jesus Christ, in
faith and obedience to His commands. They had
& Clospel to proclaim, a standard of righteousness
to maintain, and & character to exhibit. It was
for thoso three purposes that they were building
& new church ; and might the great Master-builder
Himself establish the work of their hands !

The PrusipeExT of the ASSOCIATION, in & short
but impressive speech, assured them that the
Western Association rejoiced that they had been
guided by the Spirit of Qod, and had had {he
resolution and courage to go forward on {(hat
grest endeavour, and that so much success had
attended their united effort,

Mr. A. R. EpWARDS, in an intimate and deeply
moving speech, traced the various steps by which
they had been moved to go forward in that enter.
prise. It was at the end of the year 1911 that
it was laid upon the hearts of the Bunday school
workers as  well as of the  church
that in their work among the children they were
materially handicapped by lack of accomimodation,
there being at the Dorford chapel no facilities for
Sunday school work beyond {he little room ab
ihe back of the chapel six feat deep and the widih
of the chapel, In their forward movement ithey
had been sctuated by no molives of social ambition
and desire for aggrandisement. Indeed, he for

one had not desired to leave that dear old place
hallowed to him by so meny tender personal
associations. Bixty years &go his father wag
baptised in that pool by which he wag now gtand-
ing. There, t00, he and his wife and children had
also been baptised in confession of Chrish, How
could such & place be to him bub ebsolutely sacred,
holy ground ¢ He could not get those revered
asgociations in their new chureh, N one of them,
he averred, wanted to leave the place ; but they
had felt, after long and earnest seeking for divine
guidance, that it was the will of God that they
should find ampler scope for the carrying on of
His work ; and in every step that they had taken
they could not but recognise His guidance and
over-vuling hand. {Hear, hear.) An old scholar
of the school, now living at Bath, started their
fund with the gift of £5. When they were looking
out for & site it came to their notice that the
people of St. Mary’s Church, West Fordington,
on building their new permsenent church, wished
to dispose of the old temporary chureh and the
land upon which it stood, It was 8 most desirable
site, and they (the Baptists), thinking that the
site was worth £1,000, were Prepared to give thas
gum for it ; but the owners, having had enquiries
after it, preferred that it should go to public -
auction. He knew & gontloman who told
him that he was commissioned to  buy
the place for a cinematograph theatre at
& price of £1,500; but it appearsd that such &
use for it was nob aliowable, and at the auction
the site and temporary building were knocked
down to the Baphists for as low a sum ag £690.
(Applause.) In all the circumstances attending
the purchase of the site they could not but trace
Frovidential leading, Somebody  observed
to him * You scored over the Church of England
there 1” Never had so unworthy a thoughs.
entered their minds, It was abh orrent to them ;
as none prayed more sincerely for a
blessing upon the people of St. Mary's
in- their new church than they did. (Hear,
hear.) They had had trying dificulties to eg -
tend with. He reminded them of the ressons
which necessitated the caneelling of the original
oontract made with Mr. Slade for the building of
the new church, and he assured the assembly
that the Building Committes had acted with
serupulous honour in. paying the contractor
within & fraction of the full amount
claimed by him. (Hear, hear.) He
was glad that they were going to take
with them to their new abode the old name of
“ Dorford,” for this name, chosen in 1830 as
connoting the place of wnion between Dorchester
and Fordington, would be equally applicable
to the new site, although the * Ford ™ would now
refer to West Fordington instead of to East.
As to finances, they had now reccived or heom
promised more than one half of the total sum that
the work was going to edst. (Applause.) They
had been greatly encouraged by the marvellously
ready response to their invitation for assistance :
and he had a dream that the new building when
opened would be opened free of debt. {Heor,
hear.}

The PastoR, in & speech full of delightful
personal touches, said that he had now been with
them three years, and had become wedded to the
place. He bore prateful testimony to the tre-
mendous amount of thought and energy put into
the work by Mr. Edwsrds, his son Mr.
A, H. Edwards, Mr. Jackman  his
son Mr, Douglas Jackman, and all the
members o the Building Committee; and to
them and all who hed assisted in any and every
way that day he expressed hearty thanks. Tha
day’s proceedings had inspired them to go forward
firm in conviction, faith,and courage, (Applause.)
The collee: ion amounted to £7 7s. 6d,

'The meeting then ended with 1he Doxology and
the Blessing,




The Opening of “New” Dorford

July 1915

This occasion, witnessed by “a great assembly of members of the Baptist
community and sympathising friends”, was covered by the Dorset County
Chronicle in its’ July 8™ edition.

Interestingly, we read that “two nice Gothic traceried and tinted windows
from the iron church have been worked in with admirable effect”.




THE.

' NEW DORFORD BAPTIST CHAPEL.

' SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION AND OPENING.

[¥rom the Dorset Gounty Chroniels, T uiy 8th; 1914.]

Undez the happisst. of auguries, in the presence
of a preat sssembly of members of the Baptist
comnuuniby and sympathising friends, and in an
atmosphere of thanksgiving, hope, faith, and

gourage, the new. Dorford  Bapfist - Church =ab.
Top o’ Town was eeremonially opened and dedi--

cated on Thursday. - I¥ is needless to repeat how,
in an abundantly- justified” desire and aspirabion
to-enlarge their borders,, the Baptists. toolz their
eourage in their hands and resolved. to migrate:
from the hurble but-mich-beloved ' Beth:sl
‘built in 1830 at the bottom of the town, to ampler

premises, affording” greater opporturiities for the -

successful prosecution of their .work, at the top
of the town; and how nmost fortunately, at & much
smaller price tham they had antigipated, they
were, able to secure in the open market whab is
bevond guestion the firiest site for, an-ecclesiastioal

building in Dorchester-~the site which had been.

oceupied for nigh & score of ysars by the temporary
iron church of 84. Mary's. ~All this vas told in our
report of the stone-laying ceremony & year ago.
And' now the end is. ecrowned the Isbour—finis
eoronal 0puL: ST

... THE FABRIC AND FITTINGS. . .
. . The first plans for the new church wers drawn
by the late Mr. Jem Feacey, architect, of this
town, and upon his lamented death his professional
succesgors, Messra. Jackson,. Son, and Feacey. of
26, South.strost, .took up the work. Owing to
- ‘#ipancfal and. other -reasons, the Cothic style
originally contemplated was sbandoned for a

R free treatment of Renaitsance  (early” I8tH cen-

" buwy) dn red brick: with liberal dressings of white
stons; Mr. SBidney A. Jacksen, L.R.LB.A., being
chiefly responsibie-for the new plans and super-
vision. of the work. Little.need be ddded to the
description of -the- building published by us a
year ago.. The principal entranes of “the new
church is’ orx the east side from Albert-road
through . folding doors, opening into & mosaic-
covered vestibule. From these the two aisles of
the chureh. are entered thiough swing doozs.
. The interior, which is well-proportioned, roomy,
and. of comfortable and ornate appearance, is
86 foet long and 384 feet wide, and provides
seating sccommodation for 348 persons, The
_floor is sloping, and fitted with pitch-pins seabing:
of a oomfortable-angle. The esiling is slightly
oopneave, with coved abutraents springing from &
bold, eornics relieved with. enriched consoles.

A fpature of the interior is the sunken poliched -
marbla’ b’h.;itisti'y, with the pansiled front of the

. rostrumi which is surmounted at the back with
fiuted. pilagters- with foliated oapitals, and den-
tilled cornice and & frieza of the Corinthian
arder.
leading to the vestries, having beold surrounds

Flanking the rostruym are the doorways’

harmonising with the latter, but with Ionic capi-

tals instead of Corinthian.
been incressed - in ares since the building- was

begun, and is 53 feet long and 29 feet in width. =
Two nice Gothic traceried and tintéd windows

from the iron churth have been worked ih with
adimirable. effect. Five welllighted classrooms

are attached to the block of buildings; together

with & room for the Primary Department of tlhe
Sdnday school. : :

The electric light is installed with neat pendants -
-heated . " |-
ity of .
Isbour and the difficulty of obtaining ménfheria.-ls-, .
the building has been very efficiently estriod odf '

and wall-brackets, snd the chureh s
with radiators. Notwithstending #

by My, A. H. Pickett, -builder and oconiractor,

The hot-water heating ~apparatus was in.’

stalled by Messrs:. Eott and Walne, thes wlectric
lighting by M. G, Andtéws, the seating, furnishing
and flooring with lino, and carpet for rogtrum and

%

The leature hall has .

kY

" ab heart.
" was that of praise and prayer, and testimony of a

- -ended with the Crmmiunion: .

~the main.erst doow'o AuToh :
3,18, When "in perfdet .summer weather, most.

platform be Messrs. Wood aud Son, who also

supplied the strong and comFortable chairs for the
sehoolroom ; the wood-carving has been skilfully

- and artisticelly carried out by Mr. Parsons, of

Dowlish, and the external stonework by ~Mr.
A Grassby, of Moumbury-road. The presentation

key, with inseription, was provided by Mr.-W. €. -

Hyde, silversmith,

“MEMORIES ” MEETING  IN. THE OLD -

: . CHURCH. e
The ave of the opening of the new buildings wa

- made noteble' by a gathering of singular .appro-

priateness in the old church, whers & ** memories >

-meeting was held at eight o’clock and attended’
. by a large eongregation. Many of those present’

can look back on a- lengthy period of regular
worship_in the " Dorford Church, which has be-
-gome to them & place of hallowed assosiations,;
and there is & pardonable regret with. therm that
the old chureh is fo be vacated ; bub this regret is

- lightened by the knowledge that in thsir new

surroundings. there will be increased opportunity
for furthering the work which they have so much
The predominant noté of the meeting

fragrant character was fortheoming as to what
had been accomplished in the past, while the
Divins blessing was invoked for the future. The
mesting, presided over by the Pagtor (the Rév.

‘F. B. Boormsn), had-an-inspiring opening with
the hymn. .. 0O Cod, dui IE

which, *with ths.ather asppropriate” hymns, wers
" sung-with heartfelt earnsatness.. N E

‘elp in ages past,’”

ung a1t M. E.. Brailey
wag at the organ, After the cffering of prayer
and: the reading of & portion. of Setipture (Num-
berg ix.}y .. L

~ The Pasror gaid that even 'as the children of

- Ternel were- commanded, by the Lord to go fer-
ward; so-were. they i that church going forward .

and moving their tent. . It would be presumptu-
oug on their part to take the step that they had
decided on if it was riot with tha full assurance
that He was with thema.. They had been bidden
19 go forward and had put their hands to the
work, and deep in their hearts was joy-in the
thought that
There wers also feelings of 'sadness. Those who
had been associated with the church from their
edrly days would carteinly not leave such a
hallowed spot without feelings: of grief. Butk
how good Glod had been to therd in the past, how
many times He had manifested His presence, and
how He had blessed thern | They would rely
upon Him in the new enterprise on which they
were entering oir the morrow, for He “who had.
bid them go forward could not fail to-show them
the way. The Pastor conéluded by snnouncing

the receipt of lotter fr om r recent member of the

Church resident in the town expressing thanks for

_the wonderful blessing that had come into her life

through the happy assogiation with the people of
God in thet church and the joy she had experi-
enced in the serviees: . He was sure, bdded Mr.

Boormain, that there weré many present that
;- ‘gvonirgy who could bear similar testimony.

~Prayer, was then offered ir turn by Mesars, A R.

" Bdwards, W. E. Denslow, H. Knight, A. H.

BEdwards. and T, F. Scudder, and the gathering

. THE .OPENING _CEREMONY.
" Representative of the Baptigt, commu ity not

o only in Porchester and Dorset, but also through-

out:a large space. of the West Country, was the
large 'and reverent sssembly gathered outside
i the chuyrch on Thursdsy ab

tavotrable to

-

‘the’ oecasion; the epening ceremony

od had bidden them go- forth.-

Wy




was Performed, with merked. devotional fervour
and impressiveness. A West Country Baptist
-of mark in the educational world had been chosen
to discharge this honourable duty, namsly, Dr. C.
D, Whittaker, M, A ., B.Se., headmaster of Taunton
Hechool—sa man of *‘weight,” as was observed
humorously, in the physical sense as well ag in
other senses | He 'was supported by a consider-
able band of ministerial Baptist brethren, Firsi
there was the Pastor of the Dorford Church, the
Rev. F.E.Boorman,who iz held in such affectionate
ragard by his people. Then there were the Rev.
John Wilson, of Woolwich, Past President of the
Baptist Union, the Revs. A. K. Johus
(pastor of the Danlk Buildings Baptist
Church, Weymouth, and President of the
Western Baptist Association), A. W. Gummer
Butt and A, W. Martin (Yeovil}, W.
Price (Bridport), ¢. E. Lawrence {Sherborne},
E. Nunns (Buckland Newton), W, Hogan
(Wellington), G. Ambrose (Crewkerns), H. Wyati
(Bridgwater), and A. W. Holden (Hatch Beau-
champ). Ministers and members of other Evan-
gelical Free Churches showed by their presence
their brotherly sympathy, on the L)rinciple “ Re-
joice with them that do rejoice,” There were
present, as ‘‘ representative men " of the visiting
Free Ohurches, the Revs. J. Arthur Aldington
and J. Bdmund Lewis (Wesleyan), R. 8. Holmes
and W, Ebbs (Congregational), and J. E. Sunder
Iand and W. H. Folley (Primitive Methodists),
and the Salvationist Officer. Present also were
Mr. Alfred R. Edwards (honorary secretary of
the Church Building: Committee), Mr. A. D.
Jackman (honorary treasurer), ‘the architect
{Mr. Sydney A. Jackson), and the builder (Mr,
A. B. Pickett).

A short outside service opened with the singing
of the fine old hymn ““ O Gad of Bethel, by whose
hand,” followed by the reading of Psalm xov.and
an earnest prayer by the Rev. W. Hogan, of
Wellington, ‘

Dr, WHITTARER'S “* WHITE-LBTTER Day.”

Dr. WaITTARER 88id ¢ I come before you to-.

day & very happy and honoured man. - Many
dark days have come to me, as to all of us, though,
thank God, they have had their silver lining—and
there come also bright white-letter days ; and this
iz one of the white-letter days of my life. ‘This
iz a day of glad fruition of desires, aspirations,
aims, and labour honestly carried out during =
long time, It has been no light and easy task
for you to manage the erection of this building
Many saints of the Lord, before they were called.
from this earth to o higher and better life, have
prayed that this day might dawn ; and one thanks
God that they are here to-day to see in actual
tangible being what they have dreamed of and
longed for. And the youngesr of your people have
worked their hardest and won praise in attaining
their desire, so that they might for many a long
year worship in these walls, and make your church
strong and vigorous and flourishing. This
cannot be, i one sense, & day of unalloyed joy.
At the solemn dedication of the second Temple
the voice of thanksgiving and exultation was
drowned by the lamentations of thos2 elders who
remembered the glories of Solomon’s first temple
and deplored itz destruction. And in like manner
many of you who have come up here with thanks-
giving and joy yet think wistfully of the old house
of prayer (builtin 1830 at the bottom of the town)
for which you have such tender and hallowed mem-
ories. And indeed I can feel with you, for
nothing could be more precious to me than the
Little chapel in Hssex in which I was led to the
Lord. And those of you who have worshipped in
the old building, and especialiy those who were
‘“ born again ’’ in ii, cannot but feel that they are
leaving behind them many sacred and precious
memories. And in thanking God that He has
brought us to this new house of His, our thoughts
go back to the sturdy old fathers who worshipped
there. Their croed may, os some say slightingly,
have besn narrow ; but what lives of spiritual
and moral marrow and sinew it brought forth!
A hundred years ago we wers jusb emerging from
a strife parallel to that in which we are engaged
to-day. It was the firm stern sense of duty that
saved England then ; and I make bold to claim
that it was in no small degree dus to the stalwart
manhood of those stern old Purifan fathers of
ours, (Hear, hesr.) And I pray that all who

lesve the cld house of God and come to the new to
worship may not regard with impatience and con-
tempt the old Puritan theology of those sturdy
fathers of owrs. If God has given us in many
respects 8 fuller vision, let us thenk Hbmn and live
up to it ; butlet us not despise and pooh-pooh that
Faith of our ¥Fathers that brought forth such
solidity and strength of religions and mozal
character. (Appleuse.) If only we can live the
lives that those fathers of ours lived, England
meay bless us in the future,even as we bless our
forefathers of & hundred years ago. And I pray
that you, the Baptists of Dorchester, as you now
come into your new house of God, may rejoice
and triumph in the “ New Theology * in the
true sense of the phrase ;- but in no sense despise
and think unduly narrow the Old Theology that
sustained your fathers and helped them to live as
they lived and die as they died. May we be worthy
of them !

Mr. Jaoxsow (the architect) : I have pleasure,
Doctor, in presenting to you the key of the new
church.

Dr, WHITTAKRER : I am excesdingly grateful for
this gift, and now (inserting the key into the
lock) I open this houss of the Lord and pray the
Lord God Jehovah, the God of our Fathers, and
our God, to enter before us inte this house that
you have built for Him ; and I prey Him to dwell
there among yow, and shed the light of His coun-
tenance abundantly u{;on you. Amen !

Dr. Whittaker then led the way into the church,
followed by the large assembly of several hundred
people, singing the **introit ™’

“ Oh enter then His courts with praise,

Approach with joy His courts unto.
Praise, laud, and bless His neme always,
For it is seemly so to do.”” :

DEDICATION SERVICH.

Solarge was the attendance that the comfortable
seats in this commeodions new church were all
filled, and the overfiowing congregation had to be
acecommaodated with many chairs brought in from
the schoolroom. The service was conducted by
the Rev. A. W. Gummer Butt, of Yeovil, who read-
Bolomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple,
and offerad apposite and ° earnest prayer.
The opening hymn set the key of the devotions :—

“ Oh: Thou, Whose Hsnd has brought us
Unto this joyiul day,
Accopt our glad thanksgiving
And listen as we pray.”

Mr. H. R. Dodd was at the harmonium.

Tre Rev, JoN WirsoN o¥ ThE *° Bisim,”

The Rev. John Wilson, of Woolwich, past
president of the Baptist Union, special preacher
at the dedication service, preached & sermon
ingtinet on the human side with eloquence and
literary distinction, and on the divine side with
spiribual unection and  evangelical appeal.
His subject was ‘* The Bible,” and the text he
annoumead I. Peter i, v. 26—"The word of
‘the Lord endureth for ever.” The Baptists had,
he remarked, been said to_exalt preaching at
the expense of worship; but it cannot be less
important to listen to God then to speak to
God. The poets hadior generations heen enter-
ing their vigorous protest against materialism
as opposed to faith. Coming to the Bible—the
Book—notwithstanding all that oriticism had done,
and much of the ecriticism had been corrective
and wholesome, making Seripture sven more
interesting end intelligible, the Bible remains
to-day ‘“the Word of God, which liveth and
ahideth for ever,” I requires a saint to be
a real Biblieal scholar, and he reminded the
eongregation of how spiritual illumination made
the Bible entirely & new book to a scholar like
Thomag Chalmers. Uttering an eloquent euloginm
upon the Bible, he spoke of it first as literature.
Jerome called it ‘f the divine library,” Ruskin
and Stevenson medelled their consummate
styles upon the Bible, and George Eliot, even
fter she had lost her faith in the spiritual mes-
sage of the Bible, admitted that she still read
it every day, for the sake of its language—even
as a good pianist practises the scales daily.
Bub the Bible, though literature, is unlike all
other literature in that it is & message from the
living Giod to the mind and heart, the conscience
and moral sense of the reader. And although
it comprises 86 different books it iz not & mere




“omnium gatherum,” ‘for through them all
runs g marvellous unifying spirit, evidence of
its-inspiration. It isalso infallible—forif & man
wants to find Ged through it, he will not miss
the- way | Inspiration is not mechanical, but
vital—** Holy men of old spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.”” Thus, although
it was inspired man who spake, the Bible re-
presented for us God Himself speaking to man for
his salvation-and eternal welfare.

After service a large company, making
two  parties, sab down f14) tes in
the. new schoolroom, the ladies of the
church presiding at the tables. It had been
proposed that visiting represenfatives of other
Free Churches, the Revs. R. 8. Holmes, J. E.
Lewis, and J. E. Sunderland, and the Salvation
Army officer should make short speeches of
congratulation and *' God's speed ™ at the tea
table ; But owing to the large numbers, the heat,
and the necessity for two parties, the speeches
were dispensed with.

PUBLIC MEETING.
Mz. Bonserry ox * CEumcE A¥D CHapeELn”
AND “Tuas Book.”

Thera was again a large gathering at the
public meeting at 8.30. The rostrum was adomn-
ed with vases of lovely white lilies and palms,
and the glow of other flowers brightened the
interior. Mr. T. Burberry, of Abbots’ Court,
Weymouth, presided, supported by the Pastor
(the Rev. F. .. Boorman), the Revs. John Wilson
and & Ambrose, and Mr. T. 8. Penny (of Taumton).
The opening  devobions were oconducted
and prayer offered by the Rev, (. Ambrose, of
Crewkerne. .

Mr, T. BURBERRY, who was received cordielly,
in offering his congratulations to the Dorchester
Baptists upon the opening of their new church,
said he hoped that 1t might be & church of the

living God filled with & living congregation. They.

used to call s Beptist place of worship a ** chapel,”
and he did not know that they had improved
matters by calling it a echurch. He lived at
Hoolk, & little place five or six miles the othier side
of Basingstoke, and thers they had a place eof
worship which they called '* the hut.”” Formerly
it was used in the Boer War, and when that war
was over a number of these huts were brought to
Pngland and sold, and he bought one of them.
He had before that a little party who met for
worship in his house, and then they adjourned ta
¢ the hut” And in the hut. not even
dignified with the neme of ‘‘ chapel,” lot alone
** ghureh,” they had been honoured with a visit
from the President of the Western Baptist Assooi-
ation (the Rev. A, K. Johns}, two vizits from the
Rector of Weymouth (the Rev. 'T. Lancaster), and
another from the Vicar of 8t. John's, Weymouth
(the Rev. F. B, Coryton), 8o that, as they would
aonclude, “ the hut " carried with it no narrow
spirit, {Hear, hear, and applause.} While ke
was never ashamed of being a Baptist, he would
beeorme & Churchman to-morrow if he could get

_closer to God. For that was the supreme, all-
important fact—nearness to God. 8t Paul,
writing to the Corinthians, said (according to Dr.
Waymouth's translation) ** Recognise your posi-
tion, and keep closer to God,” Waould that there
were ten thousand of such little huts scattered
about the sountry. Wherever God is truly wor-
shipped there ig,—what !-——a house of God, &
* house of prayer for all people.”” For it could
not be a house of God if it was ndt a house of
prayer. (“ Amen,”}) He was going to provide
that chapel with & Bible for avery seat, and why ?
Boaeeise he loved the Book, because, in the first
line of a beautiful hymn, * I love the sacred bock
of God.” In what was called the Lord’s Prayer,
but what ought more properly to be called the
Disciples’ Prayer, they prayed to God *‘ Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in Heaven,

- soon earth ;°' and never had he felt the power of
that Divinely dictated prayer more than amid
the cruelties and sorrows of this wretched war.
Hbo closed with the conplet

¥ Prayer and praises go in pairs,
He has praises who has prayers.”
Mx. Penwy’s “ THREEFOLD WIiTNEss.”
- Mr, T, 8. Pexxy, J.P., of Taunton, honorary
treasurer of the Western Baptiist Union, said that,
a3 the senior offieial of the Western Baptist

Assodiation, it was his privilege and great pleasure
to congratulate the church in Dorchester upon its
eourage, its faith, its hopefulness, and the splen -
did result of its efforts in the building of that new
place of worship. (Applause.} The whole as-
sociation admired the persistence with <hich the

friends at Dorchester had toiled and hoped and

prayed, and had at last seen their labours crowned
with success ; and on behalf of every shurch in
the association he offered congratulations and
best wishes, Now why, he asked, should there
be a new building at all ? They had a building
at the bottom of the town which answered its
purpose, and in that building great blessing had
come in days gone by, Why, then, have a new
building ? Some might answer, for the sake of
greater comfort. But comfort was not an un-
mixed good. Sometimes it tended to sieepiness
more than to ssintliness, to indolence rather than
to inspiration. He took it, therefore, that there
was same higher and  better motive in the hearts
of those who resclved to ereet thai building.
And that motive, he suggested, was that in the
new building thers should be & better witness o
the Cospel. (Hear, heer,) This witness was
specially needed to-day in three directions. First
in Sunday-school work ; and he was glad that in
the design of that building careful attention wag
paid to the needs of the children. e congratu-
lated those who dasignsd that new building upon
having provided so fine & schoolroom and class-
rooms adjoining it. It was high time that more
attention was paid to the work among the chil-
dren, for the general decline in their Sunday school
attendance was one of the most serious symp-
toms of the present day. Secondly, there was
propaganda. Jf their -Baptist principles were
worth anything they were worth inculeating—
(hear, hear)—and they ought to tell their young
people clearly and fully why they were FProtes-
tants and Baptists. Thirdly, there was the
diraction of more evangelical fervour, (Applause.)

A% this point Miss Plummer sang sweetly and .
with devotional effect the solo, °° Peace, Perfect
Poace.” -

The Rev. Jony Wrirsow, of Woolwich, in a
touching speech of anecdotal vein, called attention
to the wonderful opportunities opened up by the
war for new evangelistic effors. It wag a mistake
to guppose that men were not interested in the
Gogpel, in the things of God. On the contrary,.
if only they came into heart-to-heart touck with
men, as he had in third-class railway carriages,
they would find that it was the one thing above
all others in which they were interested. For
example, one woman who used to go to the
cinema regularly, now cared for only one thing——
t0 know whether God really heard prayer for her
hoy in the trenches. )

Tar TREsASURER'S FINANCIAL STATBMBENT.

Mr. A. D. Jacemaw, honorary treasurer of the
Building Fund, being called upon by the Chairman
H¢ present s financial statement, observed that
there were three kinds of givers—the flint, the
sponge, and the honeycomb.. To get anything
out of the * fiint "’ one hadsito hammer #, and
then~—one only got the chibs! (Laughter.) As
to the sponge, if filled with water, the more you
squeezed. it, the more you got outnfit. DBut the
honeycomb overflowed with it ~wn sweetness,
and reminded them tha% **the Lord loveth a
cheerful giver.”. Some, though good-natured,
only yielded to pressure; but happily, in regard
to their building schems, there had been very
many like the honeycomb, who gave freely and

. graciously. (Applause.) As to their receipts,

the members of their own echurch had given
£473 3s. 1d. For tho opening services they
had subseribed £38, and promises were further
maede of £75, making together £588 3s. 1d,
Then there was raised by the chureh and con-
gregation, by means of the sewing circle and the
working scheme, £58 11s. 3d, and & further £5

.added for the opening services. The contents of

the collecting boxes amounted to £39 fs. 2d.,
making & total of £688 10s. 64, The
Western Baptist Association chapel case yielded
£93 10s. 6d. Qifts from friends outside the
church and congregation yielded £120 15s. 7d.
—{applause)——snd for the opening services £566 13,
maeking £177 B8s. 7d, Then there was the
Baptist Union Twentisth Century grant of £500.
—(applause)—of which £250 had been paid,




already and the other £250 been promised to-day
The coliections at the stone-laying yielded
£80 0s. 4d. ; from the luncheon and tes, £7 3s. 4d. ;
and the sale of sundry materials realised £14 10s, 6d
bringing the total up to £1,561 123, 9d. ; and by the
afternoon collection that day of £42 1s, this had
besn raised to £1,603 13s, 9d. Besides this they
had pifts promised of £108 13s. 8d., and they
were hoping that the fund would be increased
largely by that evening’s collection. Their new
building was the only Evangalical Free Church in
that extensive and important guarter of the town
the west, on that side of South-street, and they
hoped that it would be the birthplace of many
precious souls, where they would find $he Lord.
Jesus Christ and comfort in time of trouble
{Applause.)
Mr. Epwarps anD DEar © O1p DorrForp.”

Mr, ArrrEp R. Eopwarps, J.P., honorary
secratary of the New Church Building Committee,
speeking evidently out of a full heart and with
intimate simplicity and earnestness, made o very
moving speech, charged with tender reminiscences
of the dear old Dorford Chapel which they left
the night before, and the memories of which
would ever be embalmed in their hearts as holy.
Tha reviewing of these oldrassociations must have
made many eyes in the assembly water. Mr.
Hdwards began by reading a letter of congratula-
tion and God-spred from Pastor John Hockey, of
the Spurgeon Memorial Chapel st Bexhill, who
oame b0 Dorchester from Montacube and joined
the Baptist Sunday sehool when his(Mr. Bidwards’)
father was superintendent. Numbers of their
friends, continned Mr. Edwards, did not realise
what the transition from the old building to the
new meant to many of them gathered there that
evening, Some had suggested that their desire in
coming into that larger place was that they might
a2 8 church and community be ** thought more

of I’ And one said “ Now pray for grace not .

tio be high-minded!” Why, his answer was
“ This new building will never be to us, can
never possibly be, what the old one was." ) Thers
was an old family pew in old Dorford which one
couid never reprodiee, and an old pool in which
gome of thern confessed their loyalty to Christ in
baptism. The new pool before the rostrum from
which he was spealing, more beausiful though it
and its surroundings were, could never have the
same hallowed asasociations for him and for many
of these present. Yet, though old Dorford was
so endesred to their hearts, though they were
sttached to it by so many unspeskably tender
ties, yob to have stayed there when Glod pointed
oub to them the way forward and upward would
have been to be disobediens, to dishonour Him.
It would have been sheer selfishness. He cited
agein, as at the stone-laying gatherings, strong
reasons for thinking that they had been unmistalk-
ably led to that aew place by God's hand. One
was the purchase of the site and of the iron build-
ing upon it for £590-—Ilevs than half of what
they at one time were prepared to offer. Then,
g faoct that Mr. Jeckman had slready referred
to, alf the Free Churches and misgsion halls
of the town, and the Salvation Army Barracks,
were located in the east part of the town, and
the Baptist’s new building would be the only Free
Church place of worship on the west side of the
Town Pump! The appearance of the building
had been oriticised not a little. Some called it
* g.barn.”” Woell, might they get & * barfullt ™
the . ingathering of a rich harvest as the
result of much patient seed sowing. Others
called it * a factory.,”  Infinitely better,
he retorted, was it to have life and the hum of
productive machinery than a plaee such as a
beautiful meuscleum he once visited in Germany,
in a lovely situation and perfect in its Greek
architecture. yet empty, silent, and smelling like
s tomb! Thoy wanted in their new huilding a
little more of what he might call Church family
- life, the sense of brotherhood, a reelisation of the
bond which mede them one—the hond of love
for their common Savieur and a unity of desire to
do His will. {Hear, heat.) - If they believed that
God had led them there, then he was sure
they woulll all help their community to clear the
new building of debt. (Applauss.}
The Pagror (the Rev. E. B, Boorman) read a
lettar from Hergh. Arthur W. Edwards, R.AM.C.,
younger son of Mr, Alfred Edwards, who has been

in France for the past four or five mouths with the
South Midland Brigade Field Ambulanre, wishing
*suceess in the new venture, which, after all, was
not a venture, for instructions wers received from
Headquazters that the work should go on and not
stop.”’ Ancther letter of congratulation and
good wishes was from Mr. Douglas A. Jackman,
eldest son of Mr..and Mrs. A, D, Jackman, who is
labouring  with the VY.M.CLA. in France,
and who said “the opportunity here is so
groat- that one is swallowed up in the possi-
bilities of the work," They wers, continued
Mz, Boorman, greatly influenced in coming to
that place by the claims of the Sunday School ;
and they alse hoped to influence for good and for
God the neighbourhood into which they had come.
He was themkful to have about him a band of
earnest, whole-hearted workers, who sustained and
encouraged him in his work. He paid a tribute
to the interest and paeinstaking of the architect

‘and builder in overcoming many difficutties and,

in such irying conditions, bringing ths work to. &
successful completion. He returned thanks com.-
pre}}emslvely to all who had taken part in that
day’s proceedings and contributed towsards the
fund, to the-ladies for the arrangements of the tea,
to Mr. Walter Rogers for kindly lending palms, &e.

The collection at the evening mesting amovnt-
ed to over £48. The Doxology and Benedietion
closed this most successful and memorable series
of meetings.

SUNDAY’S SERVICES.

SERMONS BY THE WLSTERN  ASSOCOIATION
PrestDENT,

The first Sunday at the new church was natural-
ly regarded as an auspicious andimportant date,
and it was signalised by the ministrations through-
out the whele day of the Rev. A. E. Johns,
pastor of the Bank-buildings Baptist Church,
Weymouth, and President of the Western Baptist
Agsociation. There were large congregations,
especially in the evening, The hearty singing of
well-chosen hymns from the fine Baptist hymn-
ology was a special feature of the services. Mr. E,.
R. Dodd presided at the harmonivim in the morn-
ing and the Pastor (the Rev. ¥, &, Boormsn) in
the evening. -

The Rev. A. E. Johns is well known as a
“stalwart ” of the Baptist ministry, a man of
gracicusness a8 well as power in the pulpit, and
one whose sermons have a distinctive quality of
thought as well as of spiritual leaven. " Remem-
bering the importance which the Dorford Bap-
tists attach to the Sunday school, and their
determination to cultivate agsiduously this
‘“ purgery garden  of the adulb church, it was not
surprising that, in the course of the morning
service, Mr. Johns bethought himself of the
children, and their special needs and capacity.
Tt was a most happy and delightful address that
he gave them, ‘“all for themselves.” The only
record that we have of cur Lord's early life, he
pointed out, is that he was found in two houses,
namely, " His Father’s House”’—the Temple,
and his earthly parents’ house and home ab
Nazareth, whither ho went down, * and was
subject unto them.” To the sgrown-up con-
gregation he preached an inspirihg sermon from
the Psalmist's words ‘ Strength end heanty are
in his sanctuary.”

In the afternocon there was s special service for
the children, to whom Mr. Johns gave an.admir-
able address on “The RadCross and other Crosses.’”
Miss Woodward sang a saored solo. We may
here mention that Mr. Ernest Brailey iz the
officient and energetic superintendsnt of the
Sundey School, which i now expected, with the
improved accommodation, to inorease in numbers.
In the evening a sermon of sound exposition and.
evangelical fervour was bagsed on the statement
from the Epistle to the Hebrews, ° Jesus Christ
(is), the same yeaterday, to-day, and for ever.”

The colleetions throughout the day, on behalf
of the new building fund, came to £5.

Next Sunday the special prescher will be the
Rev. I. L. Near, of the Baptist Church, Penge ; the
following SBunday (which will be Suaday School
day) the Rev. B, W. Mills, of City Road. Bristol,
will conduot the rervices; and on the 25th July
the Rev, James Beasper, now of Trurg, and &
former pastor of old Dorford, will be the preacher
in, the new.




